
AP English Language and Composition 
Mrs. Erickson    Summer Reading 2018 

 
Welcome to AP Lang! As a teacher of advanced English students, I expect you to read actively over the summer months. Developing 
skills in reading/analysis is absolutely imperative to your success in my classroom, on the AP test in May, and throughout your 
academic career. Start early, and try to digest these pieces slowly, as a rushed reading will result in poor comprehension.  
 
Reading List (completed and annotated by first day of school):  

1. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald  
ISBN-13: 978-0743273565 ISBN-10: 0743273567  

 
2. “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow” from How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and 

Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster (HANDOUT) 
 
Book List (purchased by first day of school) – This is not required reading for summer, but we will use 
these texts during 1st semester.  

1. McGraw-Hill’s 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language 2018, 9th Edition 
by Barbara L. Murphy and Estelle Rankin. (Amazon usually has the best price.)  

            ISBN-13: 978-1259862311  ISBN-10: 1259586529  

 
2. The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde  

         ISBN-13: 978-0486264783 ISBN-10: 0486264785  
 
Suggested Books – We WILL NOT use these in class, but they are recommended for your development as 
a literature student.  

1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the 
Lines by Thomas C. Foster 

2. Princeton Review’s Cracking the AP English Language & Composition Exam. 
 
Supply List (ready by first day of school)  

1.  three-ring binder (2-3 inches) with dividers for class work 
(loose-leaf paper, 1 – Daily Journal/Notes, 2- Writing, 3 – SAT/Grammar, 4 – Literature, 
5 – Research/Quote Integration, 6 – AP info/prompts) 

2. three-ring binder (1-2 inches) for end-of-year portfolio with dividers  
3. two-pocket folder 
4. post-it notes for annotations in any school-owned books 
5. spiral notebook (college ruled) 
6. loose-leaf paper (college ruled)  
7. pens (blue/black and another colored ink for grading/annotating) and pencils 

 
You should be prepared with these every day! (Some supplies will be stored in the classroom.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



OFFICIAL SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT (due on first day of school):  
 

1. Read and annotate “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow” by Thomas C. Foster.  
 

2. Before you read The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, do some general research about the United States during the 
1920’s – culture, economy, gender roles, government/laws, etc. Research the author. Keep track of sources, as you will 
use them later.  
 

3. While reading the novel, focus on the usual literary elements: plot, characters, theme, tone, structure, and setting (In 
addition to the overall setting, note individual places: East Egg, West Egg, Midwest, New York, Valley of Ashes. What 
do we learn from each of these?) In addition, pay attention to Fitzgerald’s writing style. What makes his style unique? 
Note his imagery and diction, especially. What do you learn from these? How do these elements advance his purpose in 
the novel? Select five quotations from the text that you feel are defining in some way (of character, theme, tone, etc.) 
What are the symbols/motifs in the text? *** 

 
4. ANNOTATE – Use the questions above for the basis of your annotations.  

 
5. View the latest film version of The Great Gatsby (dir. Baz Luhrmann). Then, write an essay (about 2 pages) 

comparing and contrasting the movie and the novel. Although the movie is an excellent adaptation, THERE ARE 
DIFFERENCES. I would suggest that you read the novel before viewing the movie. If you have already seen the film, I 
would read the novel, and then view the movie again. All testing will be over the novel, not the film. Submit to 
turnitin.com. You DO NOT have to print a copy of this. The submission to Turnitin.com is enough. 

 
6. Review annotations. Then, type out your answers to the depth questions. Submit to turnitin.com and print one copy for 

your notes.  
 

7. Read the introductory material of 5 Steps to a 5. Scan the book, and preview the AP test’s format. Because many of you 
have never taken an AP exam, you will have questions. Jot them down in your book, and we will address them within the 
first few days of school.  

 
8. Register for turnitin.com. Class ID: 18006904  Enrollment Key: APL1A 

Class ID: 18170838  Enrollment Key: APL2A 
Class ID: 18170841  Enrollment Key: APL4A 
Class ID: 18170847  Enrollment Key: APL1B 
Class ID: 18170850  Enrollment Key: APL3B 
 

9. Enroll in Google Classroom:     AP Lang (2018-2019) 1A Class Code: n05kd2m 
AP Lang (2018-2019) 2A Class Code: fqknfx 
AP Lang (2018-2019) 4A Class Code: byjaug 
AP Lang (2018-2019) 1B Class Code: ukifxb4 
AP Lang (2018-2019) 3B Class Code: yxk8pm9 
 

10. Read the syllabus carefully, and sign it. Have at least one parent/guardian sign as well.  
 

***Let me remind you that Cliff’s Notes, Barron’s Notes, Sparknotes, Shmoop, etc. are study guides and NOT VALID RESEARCH 
SOURCES and NOT SUBSTITUTES FOR READING THE LITERARY PIECE. Using these sources as such is unacceptable.  
 
Please know that it is my job to challenge you and help you grow. I expect your best effort. Throughout the course, you will 
experience stress and challenges, but I am here to help.  I look forward to meeting all of you in August! Happy reading!  

~Mrs. Erickson   
 

Central campus, room 104     merickson@mchs.net  
NOTE: I do not check e-mail over summer. Write down questions for the first day of class.  
 



Name: ____________________________________ Block: ___________ 
 
 
The Great Gatsby Depth Journal Questions 
Answer the following questions in complete sentences, using support from the text. 
Answers should reflect a mature understanding of the novel and its historical and 
sociopolitical context.  
 
 
1. Note how color is used throughout the novel. Pinpoint a few specific colors within the text, and 
explain how they serve the narrative. Include page numbers. 
 
 
2. How does Fitzgerald use weather?  Cite several places within the novel where weather is 
significant. What is the effect?  Again, include page numbers.  
 
 
3. Is the titular character really “great”? Explain your opinion. Why does Fitzgerald choose this 
title? How does it frame your reading?  
 
 
4. Fitzgerald, a master of characterization, highlights minor characters that serve a much larger 
purpose than most readers originally perceive. What is the function of Wolfsheim? Owl Eyes? 
Klipspringer?  
 
 
5. The novel famously starts with Nick recalling his father’s advice about reserving judgment and 
life advantages. Does Nick reserve judgment? How does Nick’s narration affect your reading? 
What are the advantages/disadvantages of being able to experience this world only through Nick? 
Is Nick a reliable narrator?  
 
 
6. Nick postulates, "There must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled 
short of his dreams--not through her own fault but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion" 
(Fitzgerald 101). What does this mean? Is Gatsby a monomaniac? Start by defining this term. 
 
 
7. One of the novel’s emblematic images occurs when Daisy collapses and sobs into Gatsby’s 
shirts. What is the significance of this moment? Cite one other image that you consider 
particularly important to the novel.  
 
 
8. Fitzgerald ends the novel with lush descriptions of the Dutch first arriving in the Americas. 
Why does he conclude his novel with the image of a boat? How is Gatsby (and its characters, 
events, setting, etc) a microcosm for America?   
 
 



9. Summarize The Great Gatsby in one word. Defend your choice.  
 

























Mrs. Erickson    E-mail:  merickson@mchs.net 
Room #104 
 

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION 
 
GRADE:  11                  ONE YEAR                               TWO CREDITS 
 
The AP English Language and Composition course is designed to engage students in becoming skilled readers and 
writers. Fiction and nonfiction readings from various fields and periods are examined in depth for understanding and 
for stylistic devices used by the writers.  These selections will aid students in developing composition skills for a 
variety of purposes.  Expository, analytical, and argumentative writing formats will be emphasized.  Composition 
assignments will include teacher-directed assignments and impromptu, in-class responses.  Supplemental reading 
will be required.  Enrollment in the course should signify an agreement by the student to take the Advanced 
Placement Examination administered in May. 
 
The following Goals and Objectives are based on the suggestions from the AP English Course Description 
published by the College Board: 
 
Goals: 

1. To develop students’ awareness of language.  
2. To sharpen students’ skills in effective writing.   
3. To encourage students to develop individual writing styles adaptable to different occasions.  
4. To sharpen students’ critical reading skills.  
5. To sharpen students’ test-taking skills.  

 
Objectives:   

By the end of the school year, the students should be able to perform the following skills: 
 

1. Examine and analyze samples of effective writing from a variety of literary genres by interpreting, 
identifying and explaining the author’s use of rhetorical techniques.  

2. Apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing (tone, voice, diction, and variety of 
effective sentence structures).  

3. Increase vocabulary and integrate it effectively into own writing. Write for a variety of purposes and 
audiences (specifically—expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions).  

4. Incorporate a variety of valid research sources into their own papers.  
5. Demonstrate the correct citation format for primary and secondary sources.  
6. Demonstrate active listening, speaking, and discussion skills.   
7. Develop useful individual test-taking strategies in order to enhance their skills in standardized test 

completion.  
 
Curriculum is aligned to the the College Board’s AP Standards. 
 
Required Summer Work (2018): 
*The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
*Purchase McGraw-Hill’s 5 Steps to a 5: Writing the AP English Essay by Barbara L. Murphy and Estelle 
  Rankin. 
* Purchase Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. 
 
Course Text: 
Lunsford, Andrea A. , John J. Ruszkiewicz and Keith Walters.  Everything’s an Argument (Third Edition).  Boston: 
Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Supplements: 
Elements of Literature Sixth Course:  Literature of Britain with World Classics.  Austin:  Holt, Rinehart 
and Winston, 2000. 
 
Elements of Literature Fifth Course:  Literature of the United States with Literature of the Americas.  Austin:  Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston, 2000. 
 
Vocabulary for the College Bound Book C.  Cheswold, Delaware:  Prestwick House, Inc., 1987. 
 
While an emphasis is placed on nonfiction readings, novel readings are included with discussions being based on a 
teacher-modified Socratic method (Information used from Socratic Circles by Matt Copeland). Changing from year 
to year, class selections are drawn from the following list: 
 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
Beloved by Toni Morrison 
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 
Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner 
A Tidewater Morning by William Styron 

 
Various additional outside readings will be necessary in order to complete researched writings.  Also, in order 
to write the exam essays at the end of the year, students must be widely read and up to date on current events. 
Therefore, to fulfill this need, students should supplement our classroom readings by regularly reading 
newspapers and periodicals (e.g., Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Reports, and/or New Yorker).  
 
 
 
 
Since the AP English Language and Composition course is part of the honors program, the 
following guidelines from the MCHS Honors Program packet have been reprinted here for your 
reference: 
 
Honors Course Definition 
An honors course at Minooka Community High School will provide students with the opportunity to study 
topics in depth and with heightened complexity.  Such courses will adopt a faster pace and will present 
students with expectations for higher quality work, not necessarily a greater quantity of work, than those 
in the regular curriculum.  Students will be expected to complete activities requiring higher levels of 
thinking and will be held individually accountable for their own learning.  Additional preparation and/or 
additional course sessions may be required to fulfill individual course requirements within the honors 
program. 
 
Expectations of Honors Students 
*Maintains academic requirements as outlined in the program-planning guide. 
*Consistently completes and submits work on time. 
*Consistently completes and submits assignments that demonstrate thorough preparation. 
*Consistently completes and submits high quality written work. 
*Consistently demonstrates an attitude of cooperation, active participation, and attention to the class 
  being attended. 
*Consistently sets a positive example for others in class by exhibiting positive behavior and carrying 
  his/her load in group work situations. 
*Remains active in departmental honors programs by enrolling in the sequence of courses specified by 
  the department. 
 



Removal Process 
Any student receiving an “F” at the end of any semester shall be removed from the honors program in that 
subject area. 
 
Any student receiving a “D” at the end of the first semester shall receive a probationary letter home with 
copies sent to the Principal and Assistant Principal for Learning. 
 
Any student receiving a “D” at the end of the second semester shall be removed from the honors program 
in that subject area. 
 
 
GRADING SCALE:  The school’s grading scale is used.  Refer to handbook for specifics.  
 
To determine grades within this class, categories with various weights are set—a straight point system is 
not used.  At times, this weighting may vary because of the number and/or types of assignments. 
Because of this, I will give you the weighted percentages each quarter.  However, I expect thorough, 
comprehensive assignments no matter what the weighting may be.  If ever you have questions, please 
ask me. 
 
 
Daily Assignments:  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the assigned date. Late 
work is not accepted.  Do not anticipate class time to print or complete assignments.  If you have an 
excused absence, however, review the handbook rules.  Advanced paper assignments—as stated 
below—do not apply.  No late papers will be accepted for advanced paper assignments. 
 
 
Make-up Policy (as stated in the handbook): 
This applies to excused absences only.  
For make-up work, including quizzes, tests, review material and finals. Please follow the examples below: 
Examples: 
If a student is aware of an assignment, including quizzes, tests, review material and finals, being due on the day                    
he/she is absent, then the assignment is due the first day that the student returns. 
A-day B-day A-day       B-day A-day  
Assignment   X Due date,          X Student returns, 
given student absent   assignment Due 
If the student is absent or suspended on the day the assignment is given, then the student has the day he/she 
returns (to get the assignment) and the assignment is due during the next scheduled meeting time for that 
class. 
A-day B-day A-day B-day A-day  
Assignment X Student   X   Assignment Due 
given, but returns, assignment 
student absent given 
This applies to excused absences only. The student is responsible for contacting teachers to acquire all make-up                 
work. If a student will be out of the building for three or more days, the Attendance/Deans’ office should be                    
contacted.  The secretary will then contact the teachers and request work for the missed days.  
 
Tests & Quizzes:  When absent on the day of a test or quiz, you should be prepared to make up that test or quiz, the 
next attendance day.  Again, review the handbook rules.  Unfortunately, making up a quiz or test the next class day 
causes you to miss more class time; therefore, the best policy is to attend class regularly. 
 
Paper Assignments: You will be assigned most papers from one to three weeks in advance.  All 
advanced paper assignments are due on the assigned due date.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED.  Even if you are absent, the assignment is due on the assigned due date.  You may 
send the assignment with a friend, or you may e-mail it to me at merickson@mchs.net. (However, I am 
not your printer!  E-mail your work only if you are absent.)  If you e-mail your assignment to me, 
please remember to send it as an attached document.  Then it will remain formatted properly.  If 



assignment is not formatted properly, it will receive a reduced score.  Remember not to expect 
class time to print or complete assignments.  
 
PEER/CLASS EDITING:  The AP English Language and Composition course guidelines require that 
students participate in peer editing experiences.   We will do this many times during the year.  In order for 
us to be the most successful at this task, you must come to class with a completed assignment.  The 
editing process again gives us the opportunity to grow in our writing experience 
 
****PLAGIARISM:  Using information as your own without giving credit to the proper source, 
whether it be paraphrased or directly quoted material, is not tolerated.  If plagiarized material is 
detected, the student will receive a zero on the assignment and will be referred to the Dean.  In 
order to avoid plagiarism, you will be submitting all word-processed papers to the following 
website:  turnitin.com. Papers not submitted will receive a score of zero.  
 
Turnitin.com Passwords:  
 
Class: Class ID#:  Enrollment Key: 
AP English Language and Composition 18006904 EricksonAPL

  
 
Classroom Expectations:  In order to create an atmosphere conducive to learning, we will follow the 
guidelines listed below: 
 

1. Be cognizant of all handbook rules.  Read and understand them.  These will be enforced. 
 

2. Be punctual.  Tardies and their consequences are discussed in the handbook.  Read this information.  You 
will be counted tardy if you are not inside the room, calmly walking toward your desk.  Please sit quietly 
and review for the day’s lesson while I take attendance. 

 
3.     Be prepared.  It is your responsibility to bring all necessary supplies to class.  Supplies include pen and 
        pencil, loose-leaf paper, spiral notebook, folders, book/s, assignments, and any other items designated by 
        teacher.  (“Neither a borrower or a lender be, . . .”  Hamlet, I. iii. L. 75).  It is also your responsibility to 
        listen and follow directions.  Ask questions when in doubt.  Please note:  All assignments are due on the 
        designated day when you walk through the classroom door (unless otherwise stated).  No late assignments 
        will be accepted.   

 
4.     Be courteous and respectful to all:  peers, faculty, and staff.  

a. Vulgar language and/or put-downs are not acceptable. 
b. Be quiet while teacher or peers are talking.  Listen.  You might learn something.  I’m sure each of 

you will have insightful thoughts to add to the discussion, so simply wait until you are recognized. 
Remain on task. 

c. Please sit properly in your seat.  Do not sit on top of the desk, and do not put feet on tables or  
d. Phones are to remain off and out of sight. 
e. Unless otherwise directed, remain in your seat until dismissed by the teacher at the end of the 

period. 
f. Respect teacher’s desk.  It is private! 

 
      5.       Please follow all teacher directives:  

       a.    Take care of all personal needs before entering the classroom; passes will not be issued on a 
regular 

basis. 
       b.    No food or drink is allowed in class (unless teacher has otherwise directed in order to coordinate a 
              class project). 

 
WORKLOAD:  Junior year is known for its prodigious workload.  In order to reach your maximum 
potential, you will have to dedicate many hours of extra work, not only for this class but others as well. 
Oftentimes, you will be asked to attend extra class sessions, particularly 2nd semester when we are 
preparing for SAT and AP tests.  You must become a master at scheduling, organizing, and prioritizing. 
However, you must remember that your health is of utmost importance.  Scheduling time for sleep 
and healthy eating is a necessity!  



 
SUPPLIES NEEDED:  Be prepared with these each day! 

*1 3-ring binder with dividers 
(loose leaf paper, 1-Assignments, 2-Class Activities, 3-Punctuation/Grammar/ACT, 

4-Notes—Unit/Novel, 5- AP Test, 6-Writing Info, 7-Research,  
8-Graded Essays & Prompts) 

* two 2-pocket folders 
*loose-leaf paper (college-ruled) 
*reading journal (college-ruled spiral notebook)  
*pens (blue or black ink for writing and red ink for grading)  
*pencils 

 
Please remember that I am here to help you.  Simply put, the main purpose of this course is for you to 
advance your reading, writing, and thinking skills.   In order for me to aid you in accomplishing these goals, 
you must communicate with me.  Let me know if you need more in-depth instruction or further explanation. 
Do not hesitate to ask.  I have the following plan/lab periods: 

 
A-day B-day  

 2nd hour 2nd hour   
 
In addition to the above times, I can arrange to meet with you before or after school.  Please make an 
appointment with me for these times.   
 
Together, we can make this a very successful and productive year for all. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mrs. Erickson  
English instructor  

AP English Language and Composition 
 

I have read and understand the previous information concerning course description, objectives, and 
expectations for the AP English Language and Composition class. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________  
Student Name (Print)  Student E-mail address  

    (gmail preferred) 

  
____________________________________     _________________________________ 
Student Signature      Date 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________  
Parent/Guardian Name (Print)      Phone E-mail address 
 
____________________________________                                 _________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature       Date 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________  
Parent/Guardian Name (Print)      Phone E-mail address 
 
____________________________________                                 _________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature       Date 
 
 
 



Please review and sign.  Then return this page to me the next class period. 


